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Summary of Preliminary Findings 
from IRP Study of The Effects of 
School Characteristics on 
Incarceration Rates in Minnesota 
The typical school attended by an inmate: 
 
• Was 52% non-white compared to 33% non-white for the average school 
in the inmate’s home county in the year the inmate last attended school. 
• Was 34% poor compared to a 23% average for schools in the inmate’s 
home county in the year the inmate last attended school. 
The typical home neighborhood of an inmate: 
 
• Was 45% non-white compared to 23% non-white for the inmate’s home 
county. 
• Was 27% poor compared to a 14% average for the inmate’s home county. 
 • Inmates were five times as likely (39% versus 8%) to have attended a non-
white segregated  as a  typical student in Hennepin County during the same 
time period. 
• Non-white segregated schools in the county at the time had poverty rates 
more than 3 times the average (75% versus 27%) 
 Controlling for location and race in the comparison  
 
• Inmates from Hennepin County schools were four and a half times as 
likely (36% versus 8%) to have attended a non-white segregated  school as 
a  typical student in Hennepin County during the same time period. 
 
• Black inmates were 15 percentage points more likely (50% versus 35%) to 
have attended a non-white segregated  as a  typical black student in 
Hennepin County during the same time period. 
 
• Black inmates from Hennepin County schools were 6 percentage points 
more likely (41% versus 35%) to have attended a non-white segregated  as 
a  typical black student in Hennepin County during the same time period. 

